He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith wnto the churches.—Jesus Christ. 


Come out of her, my people, that yo be not partakere of her sins, end that ye receive not of her 
plagues.—-A Voice from Heaven. 
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“ Many shall min to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.""— Daniel xii. 4. 
A new literature ! Yes, and not be- , ner, like men an unnatural 

Let us look at the literature of the day. | a kind of meré pegger-eeep acknowledg- 
What do we find? We find it in, many | ment of accountability. | Se 
to | On the other as if to maintain 
the intellectual wants of mankind, far | the balance of power between this world 
from leading men to a knowledge of their | and the next, many publications assume 
true position, and their relation to God, | to treat exclusively of things spiritual—. 
and to one another, and therefore utterly ion, and the 
+world to come. This class of literature, 
the .human mind and educate men for | proudly discarding the common matters 
life—for eternity. , ining to this life, takes such exalted 
There may be a great deal of unobjec- | flights into the regions of i iality, 
tionable writing upon many scientific sub- | nonentity, and those mysterious realms 
jects, but when the matter of religion, in | described as “ beyond the bounds of time 
any of its bearings, is approached, then it wae of sacha Reming 

is evident that eat literary lights of | temperature, that it is utterly unfit 

the day are but blind leaders of the blind. | for the instruction and edification of 

Many public writers seem to feel their | beings clothed with tangible flesh and 
-weakness in this particular, and therefore |. and many are thereby so bewildered 

leave of the literary | and befooled that 
is, and the spirit- | and say in their hearts, “ is no God.” 
izings of those who profess to beminis-| We must confess there is a small por- 
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| 
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Wigion and eternal things are | 


tick he. 17 
fife ahd who 

every day reality, pervading thé literature 
in question, which would inevitably force | i 
the conclusion, religion is 


daily business, circumscribes, con- 
trols, apd regulates everything 
The Press is a great an re, ths 
strument or evilthe trae 
‘to move the world. Spoken words are 
but wind, and may be soon forgotten, but 
written words stand for ever, so to speak. | every-day business of life? No, but, 
‘Moreover, what is spoken is local in its [the ‘contrary, they generally pander to 
influence, what is written is ofteh unhiver- and distor, misrepresent, and 
sal. How lamentable, then, to very with the mest perfect grace, and with 
ht minded man must it be, that such | out the slightest compunction. It is 
an amount of trash, useless except for | really sickening to ‘read the irrelevant, 
evil, as is daily and weekly dirown off, | and worse than childish twaddle about 
should exist. An endless number of | politics and social reforms, that inflates 
novels or romances are ushered to the|the majority of the new of the 
world, many of them written merely to | day. "*then, 


: 
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he which is most congenfal to them, and 
gs for all to seem part and portion of for which they are best fitted. Those 
ily life of man. There is a kind of|men who live and die slaves to woman 
Selly, half or quarter hearted look about | cannot really claim higher, if so high, 
the matter, a sort bf Sunday éipthe rank ag pervants to the Gods and thete 
ng. Men's allegiance is to their God, 
na-when the so far forget Him as to 
morbid: ea O * independence and “ libe 
hg in with particulars of “offences,” 
Boenes equity, and police reports.” 
of corruption, who make Mink, oblivion ‘which is their 
violence, in shott, the | nitive ‘element, of 
trolted tation of their fia ‘the | robberies, -assaults, murders, exect- 
of their Tives. ‘Ant ‘tions ‘nppear. What'a prolixity of slimy 
this class details of affiliations, crim. 
“with toany others, such Giverees, ani ‘rapes, are 
‘#s well as in’ al thread of thetales.| We' not ‘pursue this de- 
For ihstatice, is Tt high time that | scription—sufficient has-been ‘said to show 
déwn | that ‘a ‘railital ts needed in the 
‘tos *as‘to an idol Which ‘they | conduet ‘of that. ‘fnétrument of 
Oat Of tirment—the Press, 
Yevererice to ther? “fs wore nor leas than 
, Worsttipping, ‘and wholly devoured 
atid ‘cannot of modern God hus takeh 
‘For Ww ‘be Mer Pron truth Das 
‘tte"very to the ich ite of Vie diy, 


to His will and way of » or even 
when they t it is only a little in 
ition to views? The fact is 


_ our light and knowledge. 


This point being so clear, another 


evidently follows, which is, that those | i 


who are the tatives of God on 
earth, have rity to act for Him 
in this matter, as well as in others. 
Therefore we are brought to the inevitable 
conclusion—the Press should 
subject to the Holy Priesthood. is Is 
the great principle which distinguishes 
the literature of Zion from the literature 


which comes from God through , 


intelligence, 
over 

ing of the wise and 
earefal to polish their work, matter 
how unsound it is. This is not the 
of God. Tntegrity and trath are with 
Him the first thing, the polish will be 
sure to come i _its time “ Cleanse first 


that the outside of them may 
Almighty, the 

the daily, 

in ‘the kingdom of 


of 


nor cope with. The very princi 
will save the people individ 


may learn with infalli 
cision item of truth in its one 
season, thus grow into 
men women in ist Jesus. 
May the News, and Lumi and 


the whole 


Priesthood, once more restored to the | earth. 


Christin Preachers a 77 
A DIALOGUE BETWEEN A METHODIST PREACHER AND A SCEPTIC. 


Scop. Xa invite my. attention to | ing had to the point in discussion, I have 
the New Testament. be. poor wpedal 
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and therefore exactly calculated to make | earth. This literature mag not 
the poor and illiterate, but honest, re- | the refinement and gloss o Gentile lite- 
joice, and to confound rich and on 
learned, bat and corrupt. hout, it 
Much is said aad written about the 
“independence of the-press.” Well, cer- 
tainly, man is a free agent to write or not 
to write, and to write good or evil, just as 
he pleases. God gives him his free 
agency, and his fellow-man should not 
restrict it, exeept when it encroaches on 
the rights of others. Bat. as God is the 
Father of mankind, does it become them 
as dutiful children, to write at 18 Lhe Cur | 
that thing, and publish the same, when | 
they know that it is in direct ition 
men burden of the literature 
interest, to write and publish only what | day Saints. Religion and 
they feel assured is agreeable to the mind | occupy their own place, af 
of their Father in heaven, aad they should | all-pervading influence through their pub- 
consider themselves responsible to Him | lications—such are daily matters with the 
for every word they write. Here then | people of God, they are in fact part and 
we come to the true principle of the | parcel of their very existence, and are 
matter—the Press should be entirely sub- | treated as such in the “Mormon Press.” 
ject to the direction of the Alenighty, for oqeeenaeey it has a latent power with 
He is our Father, and the true Souree of | it which the world rae 
pies Ww 
ly, — 
vely, ly, Spiritually, mo > 
_—— upon in their own due time. 
The duties of this life, and the prepara- 
tions for the life to come, if there is any 
difference, are taught with equal power 
of Babylon. The question of the “ inde- 
pendence of the press” here falls to the 
ground. Indeed, euch a term can only 
pertain to the Gentile press, where jarring | Mormons, and Heralds, and Stars, and 
and strife are congenial elements. ne and Stiernes, and Represeniers, 
The new literature which will revolu- | and Watchmen increase henceforth | in 
tionize the literature of the world is that | numbers, intelligence, and influence, till 
His. Holy | their light shall illuminate 
Amen. 
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sands on Pentecost needed in- 
Peter and the other Apostles 
"the ‘needed religious 

itans needed religious 

sent by revelation 
to teach. When Saul of Tarsus required 
religious instruction, Ananias was sent 
by revelation to teach. When the Eunuch 
Pillip wes Dy verdution to 
Philip was sent by revelation to explain 
and teach. When Cornelius re- 
ious instruction, ter was ty 


to teach. Sir, I need ious 
instruction. Have you been thus sent by 
revelation to teach me ? 
Meth. You 


ut your question in a 
that I am compelled to 
admit at once, that as Peter, Philip, Ana- 
wa plain admission, truly. As 
Pea to. to be heard 
and obeyed, because they were sent by 4 
velation, so modern teac have no 
to be either heard or obeyed, because 
are not sent by revelation. When 
is pleased to send a man to teach me, I 
shall be ready to honour his authority by | is 
m and receive 
ience the most prompt. 
People of oa) anciently rendered unques- 
tioned obedience to whatever Deity or- 
“ e send some messenger 
this my as ‘le fal 
ets an es taught in 
their day. As you have not pte 
sent, I have no attention to bestow, nor 


in 

to ou so, you utter 

of none hel 
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New Testament facts. When the thou- 


circumstances of the Corinthians, nor 
ee Galatians have sui 
the Philippi As i 


ancient oly Spirit in- 
consequentl brome explanations and 
lications were infallibly correct. 
ow fearfal is the f olly you display in 
presuming to take the i language 
of Peter, &c., addressed to the people in 
their day, and apply such language to the 


prove that you want to overthrow the au- 


thority of our monet It was, 
I admit, written for the instruction of an- 
cient Saints, and, I contend, for ours also. 
Boop. cleave to the Bible. 
‘ t is ve un or you to in- 
sinuate that I autho- 
rity of the Bible. Ihave not once ques- 
coge its truth; I have assumed that it 
of revelations from the Lord, 

through atriarchs, Prop hets, and Apos- 
tles, individuals nations who lived 
wh I will, however, scrutinize more 
ns as an “ambassa- 

dor srt ie Whenever God has 
man, the ifica- 


tings in the New 
eth. Iam compelled to confess that 
I cannot. I haye 
notes and sermons of John Wesley, and 
and man, I 
in 
in 


and views 


to 

whom they were sent. The Epistle to 

the Romans would not have suited the 

were 80 were 

yiven.. Apostles and Elders oftentimes 

On Trequisiteé D is narge 

as necessarily added. You presume to 

pach ; can you give the certain and un- 

estioned meaning of the Apostolic wri- 
LO Waste, OL UNRCErLaln SDeECUL 
tions. 
Meth. O, but the New Testament is 
surely as much for the instruction of the 

of Dr. Adam Clarke, and other eminent 

commentators. And as for Mr. John 

Calvin’s doctrines’ and interpretations of 

of my salvation to opinions of | the New Testament, they inspire me with 

a teacher, unless invested with authority | horror, yet he was a subtle and pro- 

and endued with wisdom by the Majesty | found theologian. In thet commentators 

of Heaven. To such authority and en-/| and theologians are as much, if not more, 

: duement you have surrendered all claim. | divided in their opinions and emenda- 

You have also admitted, that the messa-/ tions as to the New Testament, than even 

as to the Old. They do not profess, and 

i were intended only for the people | certainly I do not pretend, to give the 

Fede, certain and unquestioned meaning of large 

Sages Peter, Philip, Ananias, Saul, | portions of the New Testament. 
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. Then seei cannot, it is 
Apostles to write, 


not inspire you to 
understand, or commission you to explain, 
consequently daring to do so can 
only be as a grand impertinence 
end presumption | Here I will, though a 
sceptic, venture an opinion. If you were 
_ sent, like ancient servants of you 
would teach as they taught, and as the 
circumstances of mankind now are differ- 
ent from what they were then, new in- 
structions by revelation, suited to altered 
circumstances, in accordance with estab- 
lished ween would be given. Thus 
would be unfolded higher principles of in- 
telligence, involving holier duties, secu- 
ring seraphic felicities, subordinating more 
transcendent exaltations on loftier plat- 
forms of action, ennobled by powers, en- 
circled by sceneries, and mingling with 
O then, should spirits, that intensely long 
for truth, realise the “thirst, the 
the passion, that burns to know the sub- 
lime and shaded mysteries now hidden 
from humanity, glorious principles of in- 
= which in their potent swa 
would render earth a heaven, sublimated 
in its nature, and intensified in its delights.” 
Had I lived when Prophets and Apostles 
unfolded the mind and proclaimed the 
mandates of the Eternal, their teachings I 
would have obeyed, no matter what those 
teachings might have required; if-God 
were again, in pity and to com- 
mission such Apostles and Prophets, to 
them I would render equal honour, and 
to their teachings equal obedience. Such 
men would teach as ancient servants of 
God taught, for no Prophet ever incul- 
cated doctrines contradi to those en- 


joined by Prophets who preceded him. |1 


Succeeding Prophets and es always 
enforced, and made large additions to, 


the sum of intelligence previously existing. 
Should God sen farther Prophets and 
Apostles, will, according to ancient 
analogies, infallibly explain, authoritative- 
a orce, and make additions to, 
sum of intelli which ancient Pro- 

es have left on record. 

0 umanit progress to 

fection, because enabled to lead es of 
intense action, according to efficient prin- 
ciples, infallibly ascertained, concentrating 
-all that is noble in morals, sublime in re- 
ligion, august in trath, and exquisite and 
happiness. 


enduring in 
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Meth. Your remarks really surprise 


me. I feared were a sceptic as to 
the truth of the Bible. Iam glad, how- 
ever, that I was mistaken. 

. [have uttered no icism in 

to the truth of the Bible. The 
truth of the Bible, or otherwise, is not the 
that in relation to the pretensions of 
Say, in relation to i 
wrangling, lucre-loving divines of modern 
scepticism, 


by revelation, simi- 
lar to Moses, Sam Peter, Philip, Ana- 


nias, &c. ? 

Scep. Unless men are so invested with 
authority, how dare they to 
teach? They have no right to and 
from me they shall never obtain, the sligh- 
test regard. l principles and ordi- 
nances were efficient anciently, because 
— and administered by men invested 
with the necessary authority, and endued 
necessary for purposes saving men 
anciently, and all this is equally Beem 
sary for purposes of saving men now. 
Equal causes at all times are necessary 
the production of equal results; conse- 


with divine authori 


to which many c 
that the days of the Son of 


g, 


— 


| entertain | most contempt. 
Meth. And are you resolved to pa 
| to no unless Rel. 
quently, when these same a are 
again taught, and these same ordinances 
are again administered, by men in si- 
aihinty authorised and endued, they will 
be again saving and efficient. That such a 
state of things will again exist, is a hope : 
are to 
resemble those ef Noah, namely, that 
some man, like Noah, will be sent with 
a message of warping and salvation to 
man from God, and, like Noah, be re- 
a That the days of the Son of 
are to resemble those of Lot, name- 
l are to appear to some man, 
a man, like Lot, 
to preach from 
ing and salva- 
ill be scorned and 
e truth of these 
won any such man like or 
Lot, has been so commissioned in any part 
of the world. 
Meth. Yes, I have heard of a strange 
people, who affirm that a Prophet haa 


and received 
that A and Prophets 
are again on the in their Church, 
i They are called by them- 
* Mormons,” but they are a most despicable 
people, and beneath the notice of the re- 


ter 
and uneducated, and none ee poor, 
generally, regard or unite with them. 

Scep. You bring strange things to 
m ape ple are de- 
spss the pious, ich, and respect- 

le, nt chat ‘none but the poor, general- 
ly, regard or unite with them. These 
are no proofs against them ; these are, in 

proofs in their favour, for such pre- 
cisely was the case in the days of Noah 
and Lot. You say they have Apostles 
and Prophets in their Church, who claim 
to be invested with authority and endued 
with power as ancient Prophets and A 
tles were. I hope, earnestly hope, they 
are so, because for men to presume to 
teach A lic principles, administer 
Apostolic ordinances, without Apostolic 
authority and enduement, is ineffable im- 
pertinence and wickedness. If the Apos- 
tles and Prophets of these strange people 
are true, they will explain clearly, and en- 
force fully, the taught 
and administered, and also e large 
and glorious additions to the sum of in- 
telligence left on record by ancient Apos- 
tles and Prophets. You deeply stir my 
curiosity; can you inform me of any 
further sartioties as to these peo- 
ple and. their startling pretensions and 

ms ? 

Meth. Icannot, I neither read their 
books, nor listen to their teachers. I have 
certainly read some tracts which some 
Rev. friends of mine have written against 
them. They are opposed by all classes of 
pious ministers and well-informed people, 
they are a bad, very bad people. 

Sop. Your logic is as unsound as 
‘that by which you have tried to prove 
your authority to preach. Surely it is 
unjust to pass such a sweeping sentence 
upon persons and principles me 
you never read, and whose ministers you 
never hear! Surely justice and fair play 
say, “Hear both sides.” And Solomen 
says, “ He that answereth a matter before 
he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto 
him.” I am but reas upon the items 
of information which you give. I con- 


ose books | fro 


CHRISTIAN PREACHERS AND “ MORMONISM.”” 
revelations | demn no man or no pr 


Meth. I have heard enough to con- 
vince me that these Mormons are impos- 
tors, arid their teachers deceivers and 
false bosom burns with 
hol them 


v 
facts, from which it may be inferred that 
they are im 


postors and false prophets. 
They may be such, but if so, it can be 
the sooner it is proved the 

, but assertions of evil, unsupported 
by evidence, no matter how often or how 
oe do but injure those who 
utter them. These Mormons, you say, 
are false teachers; if so, they teach false 
principles—that is to say, principles con- 
trary to the Bible. Will you please to 
state some of the unscriptural principles 
they teach? Iam most anxious to hear 
the evidence, because in its absence it 
would be illogical and unjust to join in 
your condemnation of them. 

Meth. I cannot just this moment point 
out wherein they teach contrary to the 
Scriptures; in truth, I am told, they 
_— Scripture for all they teach, but 

ey say that a “Joe Smith,” their Pro- 
phet, received revelation and authority 

m God. Joe Smith was an uneducated 
man, and his revelations were scandalous 


lies. 

Perhaps so, and if so, it can be 
proved. ‘But you assert and assume what 
you. on first to prove. Like a jury- 
man, agua | demand evidence, I want 
facts, an proof. Calling this person 
“ Joe Smith” may express your contempt, . 
but certainly contempt is not proof. 
proof ought to come first, and contempt, 
if expressed at all, ought to follow evi- 
dence. This Joseph mith, you assert, 
received no revelation ‘from . How 
do.you know? According to your Bible, 
when Zedekiah uttered a prophecy, Mi- 
caiah received a revelation from God, 

ronouncing Zedekiah a false prophet— 
Kings xxii. When Hananiah uttered 
a prophecy, Jeremiah received a revelation 
m God. ronouncing Hananiah a false 
rop eremiah xxviii. Have you, or 
any other divine, received a revelation 
that Joseph Smith was a false prophet? 
Meth. No, but people in America, who 
knew “Joe Smith,” say he was a very bad 
man ; in fact, numbers of persons have 
testified that he was a bad man. 
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inciple 
unexamined. 
Dec ar anc pious. if ac SCéD. ve ike et nave peen 
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is 20 


preof. Almost 
murdered as 
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Romans, who. in 


not unressonable 

He. may, ngan on areveslat history 
of ancient America. If it were 

to give a revealed history of ancient 

ples in Asia, Africa, and E , of whi 
we know. something, how. More Ney 
cessary to give a revealed history of an~ 
of whom we know 


that 
this Book of Mormon may be what you 
mith 


it tobe. Does J Smi 
be, _ Dose 


Ee 


further in relation 4 
Meth. Joe Smith professes to have 


Scop. Stilh this 
all the Prophets were. 
men.” Jesus, aceording to. | 
of his countrymen “ who knevw hing,” -was | 
denounced, condemned, and crucified as.a | 
malefactor, glutton, Sabbath-breaker, and | 
wine-bibber. All his countrymen testified 
against him as “a bad- man,” -but they 
lied. The Jews bated 
by Prophets and the Lord and 
therefore they led against them, and mur- | 
dered them. Perhaps Joseph Smith taugt 
principles his countrymen did ngt | 
and therefore they hated, lied against, 
murdered him! I’ am anxious to hear| Meh. No, 1 am told he only professes 
your evidence. to the contrary, .Balse| to have translated it—the foul and igno, 
prophets that have arisen were soon proven | rant impostor. 
to be such, because a Bae poet Sep. Perhaps he was.an impostor, 
to the Scriptures. un F d |} and if'so, you should prove first, and then . 
wherein this Joseph Smith taught con-| assert it. will further 
| trary to the Scriptures, Untik you have | statements. You say this Book of Mor, 
anawered, this, it ia unjust, to. call him| mon is ungrammatical in its langpage, | 
false. Though I am a aseptic, t never | and low ia the style of its composition. 
condemn men or principles until after I| This will entirely correspond with Joseph 
have obtained and examined the evidencegSmith’s being as you say uneducated. 
against them. I demand the logic off{Buat remember, ungrammatical language 
facts. never invalidates the evidence of a witness 
Meth. These deluded deceivers have a| either on questions of Prewts or life, 
pretended new revelation, which they say | In Acts iv. 13, Peter and John were pro- 
was given to Joe Smith, and which they | nounced eypapparoy acy Kat 
call the Book of Mormon. It professes | literally, ungrammatical idiots. These 
ped Apostles, we are told, “spoke as they 
ently in America. It is a’ most vile | were moved by the Holy Ghost.” It does 
con- not appear thet the Holy Spirit was very 
yptible and low in ite style. and com-| anxioys about their speakiag grammati- 
position. None but the. most ignorant | cally, and if they spoke ungrammatically, 
could be inapoeed upon uy i they would write so, and yet their testi- 
Scep. Your statements excite my cu-| mony might be true. Jesus chose instru- 
riosity more and more. I have often felt /'ments weak and ignorant then, perhaps 
a strong and strange desire tp know the| he has done so now, if he has chosen 
history of the people, whose genius and| Joseph Smith. I have received from you 
power reared, and adorned. those | no intelligence—you utter mere assertions, 
and pompous Temples, whose ruins lie 
“Remnants of things that have passed ‘1 power w 
away, It was. written by an 
“ Fragments of stone reared by creatures, - Presbyterian minister, named 
of.clay,” Solomon Speniding, and by some meanss 
Haman ip in, vain bas tried. to, copy. of the mannaerigh got into the hands 
penetrate. the gloom that co and’| of. Joe Smith. | 
darkness shrouds the off Scep. You stated that the Book of 
these highly civilized and polished people.| Mormon was incorrect in its grammar, 
A of them-we can never obtain, | and low in the. style of its composition— 
unless God be plessed: to reveal it, He| how then could. it haye been composed by 
. ‘and other inhabit-| it could not haye been translated by gn 
ed Asia; of Egyptians and Ethi “uneducated man,” which you say Joseph 


Smith was. of grammatical printed and circulated, so that one 
rule is evidence in its favour, who can compare it with this } 
conclusive. I presume the book of Mormon, and so the forgery; if 
have been written by Spaciding has been forgery it be. 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 1855. 


Datty Satvation.—Every day salvation is what the world nih and it is what the 
Saints should seek for: It is the only kind that will prove effectual and eternal. If, 
as each passing day comes round, the works belonging to it are performed in righte- 
ousness, the faithful man has secured his salyation thus far, and as long as he does this 
he is going on to perfection, and doing all that he can, and all that the Lord requires 
of him. This is the way, and the only sure one, of obtaining the gifts, powers, and 
ordinations of the Priesthood, and of coming to a knowledge of the principles of eter- 
nal increase. Theory alone will not save men, it must be combined with practice. 
The Saints may talk and sing about the bright things of the future, to stimulate their 
faith and cheer their hearts in the present hour of trial and affliction, but they will 
obtain salvation just in proportion as they perform the labours that are immediately 
before them. 

There is nothing of greater importance to the Saints than keeping their covenants, 
not only with the Lord, but with their brethren and sisters, their wives and children, 
and the Gentiles with whom they associate and do business. All covenants or con- 
tracts made under the laws of the land where the Saints reside, are binding, and if they 
would be blessed and prospered, both temporally and spiritually, they should do their 
utmost at all times faithfully to keep them. No covenant made under these laws is of 
more importance than that of marriage. Many of the world, and possibly some of 
the Saints, have imbibed an idea that we as a people consider marriage contracts, 
made according to the laws of England and other countries, of but little or no force. 
. On the contrary, we consider it of the greatest importance that these contracts 
should be faithfully kept until either the laws which made them binding, or the 
Priesthood, shall release the parties, and the latter exercises its power in this respect 
only in Utah. How can the Saints expect to keep covenants made under a Celestial 
Law if they prove themselves unworthy of the privileges and blessings of a lesser one, 
and are not able to keep the covenants and obligations of the marriage state in their 
lightest form. All that the Lord requires of His creatures is to keep the laws and 
fulfil the obligations of the sphere in which they are placed. If the Saints will keep 
the covenants which they have made under Gentile law in purity of heart, and ac- 
cording to the light and knowledge they have, it will be accounted unto them for 
righteousness. They will then be fitted to receive a higher law, of which they would 
be otherwise unworthy, 

Men should stand in their place at the head of their families, and continually 
bear in mind that it is a small thing to be a master, but a great thing to be a 
Father. Therefore let all your associatlons with’ the Balnts, with the world and more 
especially with your families, be in the kind and affectionate of a Father. You 
should seek unto the Lord in prayer and humility, that you may have power first to 


control yourselves. This is the first and most important step towards controlling 

your families, or anything else which may be in your charge. The spirit of a task- 
yvaster is nob the spirit of the Gospel, therefore heads of families shonld let all their 
chastenings in their households be in a meek and quiet spirit, and they should remem- 
ber that the spirit which , the eno wil 
preside there. 

Mach 'bas been‘eaid about the spirit -of revelation, ‘and yet it te very imperfectly 
understood. It is the privilege of the Saints so to live as to receive revela- 
tions continually concerning all that is necessary for them to know in order to 
walk in the path of daily salvation, and control in righteousness everything commit- 
ted to their charge. The operations of the Spirit are so plain and simple that they 
are often unheeded, until bitter experience brings reflection, and it can then be seen 
when too late that its warnings were rejected. The Lord’s ways are not like. man’s 
ways, and therefore the small whisperings of the Spirit which He has given as a 
guide for His people, will often suggest things for their good which they in their 
self-conceited wisdom may think absurd and ridiculous. The Holy Spirit is a sure, 
unerring friend, and blessed is the man who 
dictates, for his soul is filled with wisdom. 

Some perchance forget their God in the day of prosperity, and when evil comes 
upon them suddenly, they find that He is far from them. When they or their fami- 
lies are sick, they find that their faith is weak, and that they cannot grapple with the 
power of the destroyer. A knowledge of revelation and an increase in faith are mat~- 
ters of cultivation, and are only to be obtained through diligent application and ex- 
perience. Salvation is a science of which the Holy Ghost is the teacher, and the 
only principle of progress is the most attentive obedience. Obedience to that will in- 
clude obedience to all the authorities of the Priesthood, for they are dictated by the 
same Spirit. Obedience, in order to be of a saving nature, must be attended with 
the testimony of the Spirit that,it should be rendered, and that cheerfully. That 
is, when the way is pointed out by the Spirit, it should be walked in, no matter how 
simple, ridiculous, or unnecessary it may appear in a worldly view, or how many diffi- 
culties, dangers, or apparently insurmountable obstacles may stand in the way. 
When the Lord directs He will take care of the consequences, and it is not the busi- 
ness of the Saints to trouble themselves about them. It is this fearfulness in the 
hearts of the Saints, this want of confidence in their God and themselves, which con- 
tinually hedges up their own way and blocks the wheels of this kingdom. The Lord 
is ready to stretch forth His hand, and make His power more fully manifest in rolling 
on His work, if He had a people sufficiently strong in the faith to endure it.' Israel 
will be gathered as fast as they are prepared for it, and many now get to Zion who 
cannot endure the light that burns there. A Temple will be built just as soon as 
the Saints show by their faith and works that they are prepared for its 

to keep the pure laws which must govern there. Satan will be bound and the 
Millennium ushered in, in as the faith of the Saints and the power of the 
Priesthood increase on the vey 
_ Everything admonishes the Saints that in themselves they will find all the obstacles 
which oppose their progress in the way of salvation. The Lord is ready and waiting 
to show them the way as fast as they will walk in it. Then let them be diligent in 
évery good word and work, seek after the counsels of the Spirit, and strive to réalize 
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Lerrans or Arronrruznt.— Notice to Pastore, Presidents of Conferences, and 
Travelling Elders.—In the Letters of Appointment given this year to Peators, we 
stated that henceforth Elders were not to be sent out to travel and preach except by 
their direction, and we requested them to send us a list of all the Elders travelling in 
their respective Pastorates at the commencement of the year, and of those afterwards 
appointed, with the dates, that such Elders might be supplied with Letters of Appoint. 
ment. Every Travelling Elder should therefore now be in possession of a Letser of 
Appointment from us, if, however, there is any one uasupplied he is requested to 
make application for one through his Pastor. When a Pastor removes a Travelling 
Eider, he will please give us the date of removal, and the place the Elder is removed 
to, that we may furnish him with a Letter of Appointment for his new field of labour, 
No Elder can be recognized by us as labouring elsewhere than is stated in his Letter 
of Appointment. 


Forzian Islande—Deseret.—The following is from the 

Deseret News of Apri! 6—“Elder Benjamin F':; Johnson arrived at his residence at 

Peteetnete, March 27th; Elder Thomas Karren reached his home on the 28th, and 

Elder James Lawson on the 29th. They travelled in company from San Bernardino, 

and when they left the Islands, Elders Reddick N. Allred and Jas. 
ing soon to start for Utah.” 

t. Louis.—Elder Daniel Spencer writes from St, Louis, May 31, 
arrived there that day, when he found that Elder E. Snow had 
place of outfit for the Saints. Elder Spencer, accompanied 
and 8. M. Blair, proceeded for the same place without delay. 


Christion Preochers and “ 
(Concluded from page 408.) 


Meth. I wust confess, that the Mor- | of the Old and New Testament, 
mons, I am told, have repeatedly dared | prove that. this Book of Mormon 
and challenged us to print and circulate | vile 
ding’s work. After the Book of cep. Still mere barefaced assertion, 
Mormon was printed and circulated, our | but if the history of te syne Gonna as 
friends in America borrowed the manu-| to its Saviour and principles, is to be 
script of Spaulding’s work, from his wi- | translated into Engitsh, ) 
dow, but upon examination of it, I sup- | similar to that in the Bible must of ne- | 
pose they did not think it necessary to be used. The of 
print it. . and Luke very much bles that of 
ting paulfing & wee is a fact that brands | events and principles. If the Gospel were 
them with i when their charge of | necessary to the population of Eu- 
answered purpose Ww ve myriads peopled America. 
gern t you have stated, there. 
re this Joseph Smith may be. a true 
Prophet, and this Book a real history 
given by revelation, as the Bible professes 
to have been. Permit me to inquire if 
this Book of Mormon resembles the Bible 


as taught in the Bi preach 

to the ancient inhabitants of Ameriok and 
the language which is used is so like that 


where the Prop 
and low out, of 
e dust, which the, Mormons say, must 
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rember the 

cha m whic uote, and cer- 
verse 14 saga God w do a “ mar- 
vellous work and a wonder,” and that the 
wise and prudent will reject it! And in 
connection with this “marvellous work,” 


delivered to an unlearned man. 
persons reject Mormonism, use 
tis too marvellous, and that the Book of 
Mormon contains the history of a nation 
that lived in the past, and that the records 
containing it were taken “out of the 
ed and that it was in a 
t none could read, and therefore was a 
“sealed book,” and that this “sealed book” 
was delivered to the “unlearned man” 
Joseph Smith. How sin the facts 
relating to this Book of Mormon fulfil the 
ediction of Isaiah in its minutest details! 
ou say that the “sealed Book” means 
the Bible, but observe, verse 11 the 
learned man cannot read it. sir, 
a vast number of learned divines ean read 
and translate Hebrew and Greek. I pre- 
sume even that you can do so. The 12th 
verse - the “sealed book” was deliver- 
ed to the unlearned man, and he could 
not read it. Surely these words can have 
no application to the Bible. Verse 14 
then explicitly declares the doing of a 
“marvellous work,” for it would be mar- 
vellous indeed for the “ unlearned man” to 
be enabled to read and translate this “ seal- 
ed book,” which you inform me that Jo- 
seph Smith declares he was enabled to do 
by the power of God. You say, I pre- 
sume, that your several societies are the 
“marvellous work and wonder ” ic- 
ted in verse 14, but I never heard of a 
“sealed Book” being delivered to some 
“unlearned man” in connection with any 
of your societies. Neither is there any- 
thing “ marvellous or wonderful ” connec- 
ted with the origin, instrumentality, or 
ores of any of your religious societies. 
founders of your several societies 
were more or less omed and eloquent. 
Such men y do succeed, pag 
cording to what you say concerning Mor- 
monism, connected with its origin, the 
words of Isaiah exactly apply. You have 
also stated, that few but poor people unite 
“with the Mormons, and verse 19 declares 
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explicitly: that, in connection with this, 
marvelous work,” “the poor among 
men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Is-. 
rael,” What do you now think the pre- 
diction means ? 

Meh. Our commentators are very 
much divided in opinion as to the pe 
meaning of the Prophet, and consider the 

as “ obscure.” 
tive opinion, I must further 
consult my favourite divines upon the pre- 
diction. 1 confess I am very much struck 
at the exactness of the correspondence be- 
tween the prediction and the facts affirm- 
ed con g Mormonism. 

Scep. Oan you inform me whether the 
Mormon Church is constituted like other 
religious denominations ? 

Church is organized exact! the mo- 
del of the Church described in the New 
es, astors, &c. 
lier baptize believers “ for remission of 
sins,” an ay on their hands “for the 
Gift of the Holy Ghost,” instead of com- 
ing to our revival prayer meetings, to 
their souls converted and their sins for- 
ven, and receive the Holy Spirit. 
eir Elders also, I am told, anoint the 
sick with oil, and, by their prayer of faith, 
they say, the sick are healed But it is 
all delusion. 

Scep. Sir, your information fills my 
mind with astonishment. Mormonism 
may be, as you say, a delusion, but if so, 
it is a delusion the most exactly in accor- 
dance with the Scriptures that I ever 
heard of. Rome sets in her church Popes, 
Cardinals, &e. England 
sets in her church the Queen, Archbi- 
shops, Deans, Rectors, &c. Methodism 
and its multiplied divisions set in their 
systems Ministers, Local Preachers, Lead- 
ers, &c. Dissenters of numerous classes 
and various names set in their churches 
Pastors, Deacons, &c. 1 Cor. xii. 28 says 
God set in His Church Apostles, Prophets, 
Pastors, Teachers, &c. It is manifest, 
therefore, that “ God’s Church” is differ- 
ent from all others. If the Bible be tru 
“God's Church” must be right, and 
others . “™God’s Church” is the 
Church in which alone there are safety and | 
salvation. A to your description 
of the Mormon Church, it seems exactly 
to resemble “ God’s Church.” You <= 
brought strange things to my ears. 
we are duit near to the end of our 


whole o 
I express a 


be the history of such nation, whose re- 
cords were to be taken out of the ground; 
verse 12 of a sealed book 
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journey, pray accept my thanks for the 
have afforded. I hope, 
in scrutinising so closely your statements, 
I have not, though a tic, 

sed the legitimate limits of fair discussion. 
I allow myself to assume nothing, I prove 
all things, or say little about them. At 
the same time I fully believe 


“There are stranger things in heaven and 
earth 
“ Than are dreamt of in our philosophy.” 


It may be indeed that this Joseph Smith 
was a Prophet, that this Book ot Mormon 
is a revealed history, that though these 
Mormons disregard the world’s nobles 
and priests, they may themselves “ be 
‘ nobles by the right of an earlier crea- 
tion, and priests by the imposition of a 
loftier hand.” 
that this “ Mormonism” is from like 
an arrow of fire, burns its way into the 
vitalities of my being. Andif it be “God’s 
Church” restored, and the “ Kingdom of 
God” reset up, then “every attempt to 
weaken it, will but nerve it with new 
strength, its realm every calamity will in- 
crease, and its triumph every invasion 
must augment.” The glowing words 
and the gorgeous descriptions of Seers 
and Prophets predict its certain and 
auspicious rise, and triumphant career. 
Painful as the fact may be, it is also pre- 
dicted, that the judgments of the Eternal 
will harbinger and herald this advancing 
kingdom, and make their power and pre- 
sence feared and felt. Like theavalanche 


I confess the impression’ 
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rolling from the mountain’s crest, to these 
judgments, in their dread and relentless 
track, must be traced subverted thrones, 
extinguished dynasties, crushed altars, and 
prostrated Priesthoods, Pestilence, inex- 
orable as a tornado, shall sweep earth’s 
population by myriads to destruction, 
while war, like a cyclone of wrath, bap- 
tizes earth’s bosom with the blood of its 
slaughtered sons. And when Elders shall 
again preach like those unto whom rushed, 
and upon whom rested, the “ Spirit of the 
Holy Gods,” then shall the truth-loving 
realize the “ burning hopes they have felt, 
the resplendent visions they have nursed,” 
hopes and aspirations which force men to 
feel they are things of an immortality, 
and the sons of a God. It will be my 
duty to acquire a correct knowledge of 
these Mormons, as to their principles and 
their recognized writings, and an un 

judiced hearing of their acknowledged 


ers. 
Meth,. But if you should be deluded 
into thinking favourably of them, what 
will your friends say of you? 
Scep. Sir, a man under intense reli- 
ay convictions, is represented by a bril- 
t writer as saying to his sister, “ Can 
you for the sake of your lover renounce 
pride, brave dishonour, and face death ?” 
“ Yes,” said the lady, “ this, all this, could 
I endure for him, and feel it scarcely a 
trouble!” Said the brother, “Shall wo- 
man feel thus for man, and man do less for 
God?” This is my reply. Farewell. 
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SOUTHAMPTON CONFERENCE. 


Financial Efforts—Cheering Prospects. 
4, Amoy Street, Bedford Terrace, 
Southampton, 
June 2nd, 1855. 


President F. D. Richards. 
Dear Brother—I write these few lines 


to inform you of our doings and prospects 
in the Southampton 


We held our Conference on the 27th of 


not been so many 
uring the past five months as 


is desirable, still I find, by the Financial 
Report, that this Conference has contri- 
buted £99 6s., and that upwards of £65 
of the above amount was contributed to 
the emigration of Elder I. Allred, the late 
e most im t business ht 
t, with the Temple i 
and P. E. Fund. 
We came to the conclusion that we 
would no longer count old broken Num- 
bers of the Star as so many pence, but we 
intend to distribute them among the peo- 
ple, at the same time engaging to pay for 
them at the estimated value. is aceom- 


as we did, much of the Holy Spirit, which 
_ Made glad the heart of every one t. 
Alth 
bapti 
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reduce our indebtedness to 
Office about £20, leavin 


up to last January, i 
and also all the broken Num- 
bers of the Ist Volume of Journals, will 
be cleared out and given to the people. 
Pastor Willie baving apportioned me 
£47 10s. to be raised Conference 
for the Temple Offering, the subject was 
ore the Conft 


circumstances 
the poor). The Priesthood and Saints 
nded heartily to the call, and I have 
faith to believe that we can clear out—pay 
for our dead stock of Books, and also re- 
mit our Temple Offering to you by the 
end of the September quarter. 
We have not lost sight of the P. E. 
Fund, but hope to bring all the available 
means of this Conference to bear on that 


have means enough to take them to the 
States, but they are people, .and 
being of the best kind, namely, poor, I 


feel if our beloved Pastor should call 
for another £47 10s., we could pay 
it without a murmur, knowin 
are the sons and daughters God, and 
are ible. 
that illie has 


vineyard ; are 
striving to the honest 


g, 


eatly 
that we 
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and Portsmouth being 
convenient of outfit and embarkation 
of troops, &c., war, war, war, has been 
the cry for some time past, and it would 


seem as if the people had no time for cool 
reflection. But while we lay the truth 
before them, the sword, starvation, and 
death bear testimony to it. 

Ever praying for your in 
building up the Kingdom of G the 


I subscribe myself, 
Your humble servant, 
JOB WELLINGS. 


on 


STAFFORDSHIRE CONFERENCE. 
Financial Efforts—Heating—Lectures. 


10, Bleak Street, Cobridge, 
Jane 12, 1855. 


Predident D. Richards. 

Dear oe cag, the spirit of it, 
and presuming you would like to know, 
I sit down to inform you how we are 

ting along in the Staffordshire Con- 
ce. 

My health is at present, and I 
thank the Lord for it. I feel as though I 
was blest in all things, os seems 
clear before me, with the help of the 
Lord and my brethren, to do a good work 
in this Conference this year. 

I feel that the Saints and myself are 
blest in this Conference. We en- 
more freedom here than they do in 
many other places. We can preach in 
our and out of doors in peace. Our 
a well attended, and the spirit 
of the Lord is with us. We are baptizing 
some every week, and many are inquiri 
after our principles, and reading our 
works. There is a spirit in many of the 
Saints to do all in 2 eir power to _— 
up this kingdom. We are paying off our 


have 
El. 


te 
the Liverpoo 
nothing in our hands but the stan 
works of the Church. 
| the above - all our Stars 
apportioned an amount to each of the ee 
important object. ‘There are many of the 
Saints beginning to realize that their de- 
liverance depends upon their own exer- 
tions in supporting that Fund. There are 
none at present in the Conference who 
anys us somethihg to do; it makes us 
eel good, and serves to keep us out of 
mischief. There are four Travelling El- 
ders out, and the fifth is just called out to 
labour i 
uent | the blessing of the Lord, they will be much 
outh. | reduced by the close of the year. I think 
Branch, | the Saints have done first-rate the past 
many few months. Although it has been hard 
princi- | times for want of employment, they | 
Saints | paid over £50 for the emigration o 
are rejoicing in m such a der — and _ and for old — 
mass 0 er i once had e money is coming in every wee 
in oe, And in my walk fern if no Pa off the rest of them. The Saints 
some other Branches were cleansed in like hke going heart and hand with me to 
manner, it would be the means of saving |.do all that is oe of us. My heart 
the people. has been made glad of late for the spirit 
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of unien which is among the Saints, and 
because the Lord is blessing them. 
anything wants to be done go at it 
as though meant to see it accom- 
plished. The Saints feel well, and they 
are showing their faith hy, their works. 
We have not contributed quite so much 
for Temple Offering and to the P. E. Fund 
for the last half year as I could wish, but 
the Conference will do better in these 
matters in future, as their circumstances | 
are improving, and they are alive to the 
subject. More money is now paid in a 
week than has previously been done in a 
month, and some of the Saints have gone 
so far as to come forward and lay all they 
have on the altar, and themselves with it. 
The Spirit of the Lord is made manifest 
in our meetings and in healing the sick. 
We are giving a course of lectures in 
the best hall in Stoke, and’ intend doing 


the same in Maeclesfield. Oar 
are well attended, and many of the Saints 
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are bei ized. I should like -an. 
other Teavelliny Elder in the Conference 
when you see fit to appoint one. I feel 

e more more every day. 
o rest in the country, for 
faith sy works we trust that ere 
long it ill be one of the best. If you 

il come and make us a visit it would 
much rejoice the hearts of the Saints to 

e blessings ven ; 
gl he abd peg the Lord 
ess you wi i t your hea 

desires. . 

Give my love to the brethren in the 
Office, and accept this as a token of esteem 
from me. 

I remain as ever, your affectionate bro- 
ther in the Gospel, 

G. Youna. 


THE CRBIMEA. 
Believers in the Work—Decths. 


Camp, Crimea, May 21, 1855. . 

Dear President—I inclose in this let- 
ter an order for £3, £2 of which we 
desire you to forward to sister Ross, the 
wife of our late brother Ross of the 95th 
Regiment, who died some time in 
Kulalie. Brother Russell of the 49th has 
already written to youabouthim. Sister 
Ross cannot but be in straitened cir- 
cumstances, and I am sorry that we did not 
send this money in this manner when it 
‘was first collected. But a son of Mr. 
Boynton, of in 
spoke of going to in a few days 
the collection, so the 


do something for her, for she is 


Foreign Correspondence. 


|| Phe Belts have late 


| duties in the 


sister. The other 10s. we wish you to 
keep, and send out Stars to oe ae 
out ofit. . . 


have lately encam 
side us, and I have been enabled 


brothers Coughlan and Barber. They 
are in health and spirits, and are 
well towards the work of the 
latter-days. There are now only about 


twelve or thirteen of us in the Crimea. 


— as we would, so that we are 


ve 
as I would. ides my 
aymaster’s Office, I am Sa- 
ving’s Bank clerk, and have to assist 
many of the Pay Sergeants of Companies 
with their own work. 3 
already know at home; nothing | 
but the adviinced 
ing at each other out of the advanced 
trenches, and occasional fiting from the 
batteries. 


The mail is just going, so I must-con- 


_ 
|of our duties prevents our meeting to- 
| depen- 
| That is the reason we so eagerly look for 
the Stars being sent out to us. 
| My duties in the tegiment multiply so 

money was given to him to be taken to 

Englund, but, about a month after, brother 

Russell went down to Balaklava, and 

are Mr. a still there, who gave 

‘him the money again. 

What between going to England and 

Soutari, and deaths, there are very few | 

‘here now who belong to the Church of | 

‘the latter-days, or there should haye been | 

more sent to sister Ross in her affliction, | 

but I 


DEPARTURE YOR THE PLAINS—tHEeaLYA oF THE CAMP, 


a 


Elder Seth M. Bhir has rece 


in the west. . . 


for the Plains—ealth af the Comp. 


clude, with prayers for the upbuildi 
brother in verlasting 
F. D. Richards. 
D. Ric 
rel ‘to 
or His 
ost. to 
have them. 
are in for 
our aren are Ge 
opener it. 
rulc is ‘come for me to go to my 
nly had God bless you in your en. 
ve beer bread the work. Amen. 
ppy to 
who Rave devarted Everlasting Covenant, 
day work. Henry 
our 
A Wrrezss in court being asked if he had ever heard that Mrs. Wilkins was a naturalist, 
eaid he understood she had ten children! “If that doesn’t constitute her a naturalist,” 
exclaimed the witness, thén T'shoult like to Rhow what does?” 


